
At this moment, someone nearby has been deprived of his 
constitutionally guaranteed rights. He may be someone 
very much like yourself, a decent citizen, arrested 
unjustly or held without bail; perhaps a teacher whose job 
has been threatened because of less than orthodox political 
views; or a member of a minority denied the right to live 
where he pleases. He may be you , tomorrow. 



Learn here how you can help all Americans by taking 
an active part in protecting America’s cherished liberties 
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During the 43 years of 
its existence , the American Civil 
Liberties Union has played a 
significant role in defending our 
basic democratic freedoms. 

Your voice has always been raised 
clearly and sharply when our 
liberties have been threatened. 99 


John F. Kennedy 


CIVIL LIBERTIES 


UNION the nation’s only 

permanent nonpartisan organization devoted exclusively 

to the defense of the Bill of Rights for everyone. 


^ The American people have 
given increased attention 
to civil rights ... the 
members of the American 
Civil Liberties Union and 
the overwhelming majority 
of my fellow citizens are 
working together in this 
field with steadfast vigor 
and understanding. 99 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 









WHAT IS THE ACLU? 


The purpose of the American Civil Liberties Union 
— and its only purpose — is the preservation and 
strengthening of the freedoms guaranteed to us 
under the Bill of Rights. 

There are many government officials, special in¬ 
terest groups, and private citizens who think our 
constitutional guarantees of freedom of inquiry 
and expression, due process of law, and equality 
before the law should be denied to certain citizens 
whom they consider undeserving. They believe 
they have the right to decide who is or is not 
“deserving.” 

ACLU believes, as our nation’s founding fathers 
believed, that no one should have the privilege of 
deciding who is deserving of the rights guaranteed 
to us under the Constitution. These rights belong 
to all —without exception . 


WHAT WE DO 


The Court 

The everyday business of ACLU is helping people 
whose civil liberties have been violated. 


Much of this work is in the courts. Each year, the 
ACLU enters into hundreds of court cases. We may 
supply counsel for the person whose civil liberties 
have been denied, or we may submit a 
“friend of the court” brief which argues 
the constitutional question at stake. 

Many of the cases fought by the ACLU 
are of historic significance — such as the 
famed Scopes v. State of Tennessee “mon¬ 
key trial.” In recent years, ACLU and its 
affiliates have won many notable victories 
before the U.S. Supreme Court protecting 
rights of free speech, the right of peaceful 
protest, the right to counsel, freedom of 
the press and decisions banning religion in 



i 







the public schools and the widespread evil of in¬ 
troducing illegally seized evidence in state courts. 

Constant watchdog activities by ACLU affiliates 
across the nation are necessary to prevent unfair 
court procedures. 

The Community 



Through contacts with public officials, ACLU is 
frequently able to secure the adoption of enlight¬ 
ened policies designed to protect and extend consti¬ 
tutional rights. For example, the ACLU 
of Greater Philadelphia some years ago 
secured the creation of the nation’s first 
Police Review Board, an official agency to 
obtain redress for citizens aggrieved by 
unlawful police action. 

When officials fail to take corrective ac¬ 
tion, ACLU can often be effective by 
arousing public interest. A noteworthy 
example is the report issued by the Illinois 
Division on “Secret Detention by the 
Chicago Police.” 


The Legislature 

Many issues affecting civil liberties arise before the 
U.S. Congress and the various state legislatures. 

ACLU has effectively supported anti-discrimination 
laws, legal assistance for the poor, the rights of 
Indian tribes and legislation to provide improved 
court procedures and reapportionment of state 
legislatures. 

We have opposed loyalty oaths, magazine and film 
censorship, constitutional amendments designed to 
cripple the U.S. Supreme Court, the use of public 
funds for sectarian schools and curbs on academic 
freedom. 

The Public Forum 

Educational efforts on behalf of the Bill of Rights 
are carried out through newspaper publicity, radio 
and TV appearances, pamphlets, and the regular 
bulletins of the ACLU. Many affiliates maintain 
active Speakers’ Bureaus scheduling frequent ap¬ 
pearances before church, civic, service and educa¬ 
tional groups. 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. IOOIO 


The 38 State and City Affiliates of the ACLU 



By joining the national ACLU, you will join the affiliate in your area and par¬ 
ticipate in the defense of civil liberties on the local scene. (Except in Northern 
California where separate membership is maintained. However, the national 
ACLU also welcomes support from members in Northern California.) 































ACLU'S STRUCTURE: The American Civil Liberties Union is a national organization with headquarters in New York. It was 
founded in 1920 to combat violations of the Bill of Rights resulting from post war hysteria directed against political dissenters. 

Among the founders were Roger Baldwin, Jane Addams, Clarence Darrow, John Dewey, Morris Ernst, Felix Frankfurter, Arthur 
Garfield Hays, Helen Keller, Rabbi Judah Magnes, Monsignor John Ryan, and Norman Thomas. 

Today there are 38 regional affiliates with over 85,000 members. Affiliate chapters carry the work into the local communities. 


Board off Directors 

Ernest Angell 
Chairman 

John de J. Pemberton, Jr. 
Executive Director 

Irving Achtenberg 
Edward J. Barshak 
Judah Bierman 
Robert Bierstedt 
Jerome Bornstein 
Gene Bridges 
Algernon D. Black 
Ralph S. Brown 
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David Carliner 
Bruce Clayton 


Robert L. Crowell 
Norman Dorsen 
Thomas I. Emerson 
Edward J. Ennis 
Luther H. Evans 
James Farmer 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
Walter Frank 
Lewis Galantiere 
Victor S. Gettner 
Hugh Gibert 
Julian Goldberg 
Louis M. Hacker 
Franklyn S. Haiman 
Michael Harrington 
August Heckscher 
John Henderson 
Richard Henson 
David Isbell 


Sophia Yarnall Jacobs 
Dorothy Kenyon 
Arthur Kling 
William Kunstler 
Dan Lacy 
Charles Lambeth 
Richard Lipsitz 
Joseph Losos 
Will Maslow 
Henry C. Meserve 
Edward O. Miller 
Walter Millis 
Irving R. Murray 
Louise Noun 
Rolland O’Hare 
Paul H. Phillips 
Gerald Piel 
Harriet Pilpel 
Herbert Prashker 


William Reynard 
Elmer Rice 
William Rice 
Robert G. Risk 
Steve H. Rubin 
Leonard W. Schroeter 
Harry Seyler 
George Slaff 
Erskine Smith 
George Soli 
Matthew Stark 
Oscar H. Steiner 
Joseph Tita 
Glenn S. Visher 
Stephen Vladeck 
J. Waties Waring 
Alan Westin 
Waldo Wetmore 
Howard Whiteside 


National Committee 

Francis Biddle 
Chairman 

Vice Chairmen 
Howard F. Burns 
Albert Sprague Coolidge 
Lloyd K. Garrison 
Frank P. Graham 
Palmer Hoyt 
Karl Menninger 
Loren Miller 
Morris Rubin 
Lillian E. Smith 

Board Members Emeritus 
Morris L. Ernst 
John F. Finnerty 
Norman Thomas 






